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COA calls out -DENR-on

foreign funded projects

By ELIZABETH MARCELO

The Commission on Audit
(COA) has called out the De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
over the delays in its imple-
mentation of two foreign-
funded projects.

The COA said the delay
resulted in the government’s
paying P10.707 million in com-~
mitment fees.

Inits 2018 annual auditrepor
on the DENR, the COA said the
agency posted “low physical
accomplishment” for its Forest

and the Upper Bukidnon River
Basin in Bukidnon province
with the end-goal of improving
the socio-economic conditions
of indigenous people and the
other poor residents in the sur-
rounding communities.

The DENR’s Foreign-As-
sisted and Special Projects
Services (FASPS) was tasked
to lead the implementation of
both projects.

“The FASPS of the DENR
manages the implementation
of EMP and INREMP, which
are both way past their mid-
term of implementation,” the

t Project (FMP) and

Integrated Natural Resources
and Environmental Manage-
ment Project (INREMP), funded
by the Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) and
Asian Development Bank (ADB),
The FM%’ is a 10-year project
set to be implement from July
2, 2012 to July 3, 2022, seek-
ing to rehabilitate degraded
forestlands in three critical
river basins — the Upper Magat

and Cagayan basin, the Up-
per Pampanga basin and the

Jalaur basin in Panay Island.

COA said. A o
The audit body noted that
as of Dec. 31, 2018, the physical
progress of the FMP stood at
76.15 percent as against the 98.58
target percentage of accomplish-
ment for the end of the year.
The COA said physical ac-
complishment for INREMP
stood at 38 percent as of year-
end as against the target of 78
percent. '
“The continual delay in
the implementation defeats
the project goal of inclusive
growth and poverty reduction
for the INREMP and integrat-

The project has the end-

goal of improving the so-

cio-economic conditions and
mitigating disaster risks in the
vulnerable communities near
the river basins.

The INREMP, meanwhile,
is a seven-year project set to
be implemented from Aug. 9,
2013 to Dec. 31, 2020, aimed a’;
improving the management o
wagersﬁgs in four priority riv-
er basins—the Chico River Basin
in Cordillera Administrative
Region; the Wahig-Inabanga
River Basin in Bohol Island; the
Lake Lanao Basin in Mindanao;

ing conservation and develop-
ment-oriented activities with
full participation and capacita-
tion of local communities for
the FMP” the COA said.

“It may also affect the time-
ly completion of the FMP and
INREMP in years 2022 and
2020, respectively,” it added. |

The audit body added that
because of the delay in the im-
plementation of the projects,
the government was made to
pay a total of P10.707 million -
in commitment fees — P6.927
million for INREMP and P3.78
million for FMP.
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Drilon calls for total b

CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

Senate Minority Leader
anklin Drilon has called
¢ a total ban on all waste

iports and heavier fines

imprisonment of up to 12
ars against violators.
Drilon’s Senate Bill No. 18
led
ot of 2019 seeks to prohibit
aste imports, including
cyclable materials, from
itering the Philippines.
The proposal came in the
ake of reports that the
yuntry is gradually becom-
\g a dump for foreign waste.
Drilon cited how the re-
:nt garbage from Canada
yund its way to the Philip-

ines, saying the country has -

ecome a cross boundary.

aste Importation Ban

disposal site of unwanted
and toxic shipments of waste
from Australia, South Korea,
Hong Kong and Japan.
Despite the passage of sev-
eral laws intended to protect
the country from being a des-

_tination of imgorted waste,

Drilon said these garbage
continue to enter the country
to the detriment of the people
and the environment.

“These incidents indi-

cate that we have become a
dumping ground for waste
generated by other nations.
We must fix our laws that
allowed that to happen,”
Drilon said.

~ “We must then 'prohi-bit-

the importation of all kinds

of waste or scrap, includ-

ing recyclable materials.

We should never allow our
country to be a dumpsite,”
he added.

The senator said his bill

prohibits even. recyclable
materials from entering the

Philippines, noting how un-

scrupulous individuals took
advantage of the loopholes
in the existing laws to bring
other nations’ garbage into

‘the country.

‘Drilon’s bill mandates that
all imported wastes should
immediately be brought back
to the countrtﬁ of origin at the
expense of the consignor or
importer.

“The passage of this mea-,

sure will no doubt stop the
waste trade in the country and
send a clear message to other

countries that the Philippines.

an on waste imports

is not a landfill,” he said.

Under SB 18, any person
who misdeclares or brings
waste into the Philippines,
or assists in the importation
of waste products,would face
stiffer penalties. i vt

“Violators may be fined
with up to P15 million and/
or imprisoned for eight to 12
years,” Drilon said, adding
if the offender is a foreigner,
he should be deported after
serving the sentence.

The Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources and the Bureau
of Customs should strictly
monitor the importation and

_enforce tighter regulations

' to avoid shipment of waste,
including recyclable materi-
als, into the country.

o e e S
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SENATOR
PUSHES BAN
ON WASTE
IMPORTS

SENATE Minority Leader Franklin Dril-
on on Saturday pushed for a measure
seeking toimpose a total ban on waste
importation and prosecute violators.
with hefty fines or jail term of up to 12,
years.

Drilon's Senate Bill No. 18 or the|
Waste Importation Ban Act of 2019
prohlbjts all waste imports, including
rec?clqble materials, from entering the
Philippines.

The senator came up with the mea-
sure on the heels of numerous reports .
showing that the country is becommg
a dumpsite of foreign waste. \

He cited how the recent Canadian’
garbage inside the 103 shipping con-
tainers found its way to Philippine
shores and how our country has be-.
come a cross boundary disposal site .
of unwanted and toxic shipments of |

| waste from waste exporters like Aus-

tralia, South Korea, Hong Kong and
Japan.

Drilon explained that under his bl"
not even recyclable materials can en- .
ter the Philippines, pointing out how-
unscrupulous individuals were usmg '
loopholes in existing laws to bring oth-+
er nations’'garbage into the country. !

Drilon’s bill also mandates that all-
imported wastes shall be immediately-
brought back to the country of orfgin-
at the expense of the consignor or im—
porter.

“The passage of this measure wtli no
doubt stop the waste trade in the coun—
try and send a clear message to other :
countries that the Philippines Is not a
landfill the minority leader said. !

Under Senate Bill 18, any person who
misdeclares, brings into the Phlllpplnes
any waste, or assists in the Importatlon
of waste products shall be punished by -
very hefty sanctions and penalties.

“Violators may be fined with up to
P15 million and/or imprisoned for8 to
12 years,” Drilon warned. '

_ If the offender is a forelgner the of—
fender shall be deported after serving

_the sentence, he added Joel Zurbano
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Drilon seeks total ban

. SENATE Minority Leader Franklin Drilon

has called for a total ban on the impor-

tation of all kinds of wastes, including

recyclable materials.

Drilon filed Senate Bill (SB) 18 or the
“Waste Importation Ban Act of 2019,
which seeks to ban all wastes from
entering the Philippines.

The filing of the bill was in response
to numerous reports that the country
was gradually becoming a dumping
ground of foreign waste.

 The senator cited the entry of
garbage from Canada, Australia, South
Korea, Hong Kong and Japan. .
- Helamented that existing laws
protecting the country from being made
intoa dumpsite of foreign wastes had
not stopped the entry of foreign trash
“to the detriment of our people and
environment.” i

“We must then prohibit the
impaortation of all kinds of waste or
scrap, including recyclable materials.
We should never allow our country to
be a dumpsite;’ the veteran lawmaker
stressed. %

Under SB 18, even recyclable

on waste imports

materials would not be allowed to
enter the Philippines. It also man-

‘dates that all imported wastes shall

be immediately returned to the
country of origin at the expense of -
the importer. :

Furthermore, any person who
misdeclares, brings any waste into the
country or assists in its importation shall
be meted hefty penalties.

“Violators may be fined with up to
P15 million and/or imprisoned for 8 to
12 years,” Drilon warned.

If the offender was a foreigner,
he or she would be deported after

serving the sentence, he added.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources and the Bureau
of Customs shall be tasked to strictly
monitor imports and enforce regulations
in order to avoid the shipment of waste
into the country.

“The passage of this measure will
no doubt stop the waste trade in the
country and send a clear message to
other countries that the Philippines is

not a landfill,” Drilon said.

'JAVIER JOE ISMAEL




Tl (0

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

N STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
ettt [NITIATIVES
N G ERVICE
R

e il

PAGE 1
STORY

g

PAGE LOWER

07 201
TITLE : PAGE/ S :

19 g

PECIER
DECIERDO

WHY WE SHOULD
CARE ABOUT
CORAL REEFS

WHY should we take care of coral reefs? As
a lover of marine life, I find that question
strange. To me, it is not very different
from asking, “Why should we care about
Dalp sl .

My perspective, however, is a peculiar
and privileged one. | have seen coral reefs
up close and find them mesmerizing,
and | think their aesthetic beauty and the
diversity of life they contain has inherent
value worth preserving for its own sake, .

l'understand that not everyone can share
this evaluation for many reasons. Even then;
I think everyone should still care about
coral reefs, if at least for the most selfish of
reasons, i :

Before we look at the reasons why we
should care about coral reefs, it helps to
review some basic science,

Coral reefs are like the forests of the
sea. They are teeming with ' different
kinds of living things and have structures
that support complex interrelationships
between different living things. Unlike trees,
however, corals are not plants. Instead,
corals are animals related to Jellyfish and sea
anemone. ‘

Many species of corals have the amazing
ability of building complex structures that
provide shelter and protection of other
living things. It takes a long time for coral
reefs to grow, because individual corals
grow slowly. In fact, most corals grow by less
than an inch (2.5 cm) per year.

Despite the slow pace of reef-building,
corals have had eons to construct their
colorful underwater cities, Many islands,
sugh as the atolls of the South Pacific,
exist thanks to the activity of corals over
thousands of years. The biggest coral reef
on Earth, the Great Barrier Reef off the coast
of Australia, can be seen from spacel!

Despite the impressive size of some coral
reefs, they only cover less than 1 percent

of the vast ocean floor. This makes it even
more impressive that coral reefs aré home
to. probably around one quarter of all
marine species! ey SR

Being home to a large number of fish
and other marine species, coral reefs have
incalculable value to people who depend
on the sea as a source of food.,

-

The Philippine seas are actually part ot
one of the most important marine areas on
Earth—the Coral Triangle, home to more
coral species than anywhere else on Earth.
This area is also home to six of the seven
species of sea turtles and to over 2000

- species of fish, including tuna.

+ According to the World Wildlife
Foundation, over 120 million people live in .
the area within the Coral Triangle and rely
on its reefs for food and income.

Coral reefs also serve as protection
from storms waves and strong currents.
According to the Scripps Institute of
Oceanography, coastlines protected by
reefs are also “more stable, in terms of
erosion, and are also a source of sand in
natural beach replenishment.” ; .

Coral reefs also provides jobs based on
tourism, employing thousands of people
in areas where they are healthy enough to
attract visitors from far away. -t

Coral reefs even provide medicines! By
studying the vast biochemical repertoire
of the living things in coral reefs, scientists

- discover new medicines that help sick

people living hundreds of kilometers awa
from the nearest shoreline, i

The total value of coral reefs to people
has been estimated at 172 billion dollars
(8.8 trillion pesos) each year. i

Unfortunately, coral reefs are under many
kinds of threats, ranging from direct physical
damage (such as from overharvesting or
being hit by ships) to stress from invasive
species.

However, the worst threat to coral reefs
is probably no other than global warming.
Warm waters cause corals to lose the
microscoping algae that produce the food
corals need. As the globe warms, the ocean
warms the fastest.

Another threat related to global warming
is ocean acidification, which means that
seawater is becoming more acidic. This
happens when the excess carbon dioxide
that causes global warming becomes
absorbed by the ocean. The more acidic
seawater makes it more difficult for corals to
build their hard skeleton.

According to a report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, if we fail to limit global warming to

_ 1.5 degrees Celsius, more than 99 percent of

corals will be in grave danger.

Given how much we depend on them,
the collapse of the world's coral reefs is too.
tragic for comparison. However, science
WArNS 11s that it will l-,-;.n:n—- LA T _':_ 5

 the climate crisis.

Given how valuable coral reefs are to us,
even to those of us who think we do not
depend greatly on the bounty of the sea,
it is time we start caring about coral reefs.
Fortunately preserving the richness of life
undérwater requires us to simply preserve
life “above water. In the face of global
warming, saving the seas means saving
ourselves.




§

o ——
——
—

TITLE:

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

Daily
Tribbune

www.Daily Tribune.com

PAGE1/

Plv

PAGE

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE1
STORY

BANNER  EDITORIAL
STORY

07 JUL 2019

CARTOON

DATE

LAl L

L2

~r




b UPPER PAGE]1  BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

SR The Wanila Tmes il

DATE

PAGE 1/

- (Chico River
Basin Devt
Authority
proposed

TABUK CITY, Kalinga: Rep. Allen Jesse
Mangaoang has refiled a bill seek-
ing the creation of the Chico
River Basin Development Authority
(CRBDA) to ensure the sustainable
preservation of the largest river '
system in the Cordillera.

The Chico River starts from the Mount
Data plateau in Bauko, Mountain Prov-
ince, snakes through other provinces
in the Cordillera and exits through a

- discharge channel in the Cagayan River.

The proposed bill puts the CBDRA
under the Office of the President, so it
can carry out an integrated approach
to manage the Chico River Basin.

Mangaoang, now on his second
term, said the bill is anchored on the

_ state policy to promote the integrated
management and development of
resources in the country’s river ba-
sins in the context of a river basin
approach to optimize economic and_
social welfare without compromising
the environment and to ensure a fair
sharing of the national patrimony be-
tween highland and lowland peoples.

He added that the bill would estab-
lish the legal framework and mecha- -
nisms for the creation of the CRBDA;

* consolidate all development initiatives
within the river basin under the overall
framework of a unified river-basin man-
agement and development approach;
maximize the participation of all
stakeholders in the area; establish the
most effective approach for sustainable
collaboration among all stakeholders;
promote equitable sharing of costs and

b benefits from the basin’s natural re-
sources across sectors and communities;
and negotiate local and external invest-
ment in the area to increase livelihood
opportunities for the people within the
Chico River Basin.
DEXTER A. SEE
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Isabela PENRO employee killed

CAMP MARCELO A ADDURU, Tu-
guegarao G@—AmemberoftheProvmmal
Environment Regional Office (PENRO)-
Isabela Environment Protectmn Task
Force was found dead mmdeﬂnetaskforce
office in Tlagan City, Isabela Friday.

The vietim was identified as Celso

Asuncion, 58, and amember of the Isabela

Environment Protection 'I‘ask Foroe ;

Invesugators suspect that the perpe- |

* trators of the crime belonged to an “agaw
‘armas (weapon snatching)” syndicate

may have been msponsmle for the.kﬂhng ‘

.ofAsunmon.f | %
id the same group, whlchmre-
portedly composed of NewPeop' 3y

: y
- (NPA) rebels, also accosted ﬁve pbhee

officers on Friday.
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Cops condemn Killing of DENR

employee, disarming of 5 lawm

THE Police Regional

adier General Jose Mar-
io Espino yesterday con-
demned a series of New
People’s Army atrocities
in the region including
the killing of a member

of the Isabela Provincial

Environment and Natu-
ral Resources and the

disarming of five local

policemen. -

Espino said that the

guerrillas disarmed Cor-
Forals Gaudencio Castil-

o Jr. and Earl Brian Gan-
‘naban, both members of
the Cauayan City Police
Station; Staff Sergeant
Fernando Capilian of the
Cordon Municipal Police
Station; and Master Ser-

: %eant Julius Baribad and

pl. Bryan Balisi, both
members of the Divilacan
Municipal Police Station.
illo, Gannabanand
Capilian were in a pick-
up traveling in Sitio Lagis,
Purok 7, Bgy. Sindun Bay-
abo in llagan City around
7:30 a.m. on Fri ay when

s at gunpoint b
_sct:)mpge% heavily—ar_mez
NPA rebels led by “Ka
Uno” and “Ka Damian.”
_ The gunmen divested

the three policemen of
; &:eirshortéieam,hand-

kh‘eln‘:l radios, cash and oth-

Office 2 headed by Brig-

€r personal belongings
before setting themgfxteeg.
irty minutes later,
: s also di ed Bari-
ad and Balisi of their
Philippine National Po-
lice-issued pistols,
five policemen identi-
fied two of their tor.
mentors as “Ka Uno”
and an NPA amazon
known by her alias “Va-
lencia”” after pein
showed pictures of sus.
pected NPA personali-

| ties in the area.

_The Cagayan Valley

police director said that

© ataround 2:45p.m. on the

same day, a concerned

-

citizen also reported the -

] kllhng of Celso ASl}nCi-
on, a 58-year-old mem-
ber of the Isabela Envi-
;onment P:;)techon Task

. rorce residing in Bevy.
AW
 vicim was found
killed in his office in Bgy.
Sindun Bayabo.

up of sus-

. Espino said that the

SEaETes Delgon |

en
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Mga gov't. employee na adik
sa cellphone, awat na!

B UKOD sa pakikipagtsismisan ng mga em-

pleyado Rahit hindi breaktime, paggamit ng
cellphone habang nasa oras ng trabahorin ang
iRinagagalit ng mamamayan.

Ito umano ang Raraniwang dahilan Raya mabagal ang
serbisyo na Ranilang nakukuha sa ilang opisina ng gob-
yerno. ' _

Dahil dito, inirerekomenda ng Civil Service Commission
(CSC) sa mga opisyal ng gobyerno at lokal na pamahala-
an na magkaroon ng polisiya para sa paggamit ng cell-
phone ng Ranilang mga kawani sa oras ng trabaho.

Ayon sa CSC, batid nilang magkakaiba ang mandato ng
mga ahensiya ng gobyerno at lokal na pamahalaan Raya
puwedeng hindi magkakatulad ang gagawing panuntunan
kungsaan maaari umanong magpalabas ng Rani-Ranyang
memorandum ang mga tanggapan ng gobyerno.

Sa ganitong paraan, maiiwasan ang pagkakaroon ng
hindi magandang impresyon ng mamamayan na na-
ngangailangan ng serbisyo-publiko.

Para sa mga empleyado sa gobyerno, walang masama
sa paggamit ng cellphone pero, mabuting limitahan ang
paggamit nito sa oras ng trabaho. ;

Ang pagtatrabaho sa gobyerno ay isa ring paraan ng
pagsisilbi sa bayan kaya dapat lamang na unahin ang
trabaho bago ang sariling interes.
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